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A LEGACY OF GIVING 

25 YEARS OF THE 

ADAMS-MAHEPATH SCHOLARSHIP 

With gratitude to the Virgin Islands community 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOYALTY 
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The Story 
 

Dr. Lisa Adams 
Dr. Lisa Adams prides herself on being the first in several professional areas. She is the first local optometrist to practice 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands; the first woman and first local person to serve on the Virgin Islands Board of Optometrical 
Examiners, beginning in October 2004; and the first local owner of a national optical franchise, Sterling Optical. 

Born on St. Croix, Dr. Adams is a product of the Catholic school system, having attended St. Patrick School and St. 
Joseph High School. For more than twenty years, she volunteered her time and expertise at the Frederiksted Health Care 
Center and the Charles Harwood Eye Clinic. She also served for two decades as a clinical examiner for the National 
Boards of Optometry. 

Joel Mahepath 
Joel Mahepath spent more than a decade in the pharmaceutical industry. His experience included quality control and 
work as a process chemist in the production of the bulk active ingredient quinidine gluconate. He later transitioned to 
finished-dose pharmaceuticals, including capsules, tablets, and oral suspensions. 

His final industry position was Managing Director of Pharmacia, where he was responsible for the production of 
approximately 250 million Azulfidine tablets and Entabs for the U.S. and Canadian markets. Mahepath also taught 
Operations Management at the University of the Virgin Islands as an adjunct professor at both the undergraduate and 
graduate MBA levels. 

A Shared Mission 

 

In 1997, Joel Mahepath partnered with Dr. Lisa Adams to purchase a national optical franchise—
Sterling Optical—to provide eye care in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Their mission was to “enhance the 
critical sense of sight” for everyone in their community. 

1998–1999 Provided eye care to children at the Queen Louise Home at no cost. 

 

2000 Provided eye care to the elderly community at the Flamboyant at no cost. 

 

2001 Returned 2% of all revenues collected in August and September to Virgin Islands schools, 
allowing principals to purchase needed school supplies. 

 

Since education was essential to the growth and development of both Dr. Adams and 
Mr. Mahepath, the idea of creating a lasting legacy was born in 2002. This was the 

beginning of the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship. 
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The Adams-Mahepath Scholarship 
 

At its inception in 2002, four students—two on St. Croix and two on St. Thomas—were each 
awarded $1,250 to help finance their education. 

Over the following 25 years, the world and the Virgin Islands experienced major economic disruptions: 

•  The dot-com bust in 2002 

•  The global recession in 2008 

•  The closing of HOVENSA in 2012, a major pillar of the Virgin Islands economy 

•  The impact of two Category 5 hurricanes—Irma and Maria—in 2017 

•  The global COVID-19 pandemic from 2020 through 2023 

Through every challenge, the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship survived and grew, 
increasing both the number of recipients and the value of each award. 

By 2026—the scholarship’s 25th year—the program had 
supported approximately 274 students, with a net present 

value of just under $600,000.00. 

Thank You & Special Appreciation 

     

Thanks to the Virgin Islands community, our employees throughout the years, and the press organizations that helped share 
these positive stories. 

St. Croix Avis — Rena Brodhurst and her team—for covering the story from 2002 through 2023 and for unwavering support of positive community 
stories. 
VI Daily News — Eunice Bedminster and Archie Nahigian—for strong support of young people in the Virgin Islands. 
VI Consortium — Ernest Gilbert—for spectacular live coverage. 
St. Croix Times — Marc Dawkins—for poetic coverage and love for the youth of the Virgin Islands. 
VI Source — Ananta Pancham—for continued support. 
TV2 — For years of valued coverage. 
TV8 — For exceptional coverage and the commitment of an extended news segment that helped make the event real. 

Thank you to every Sterling Optical employee who supported the mission of providing outstanding eye care to residents of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands over the years. 

 

Dixie Ann Tang Yuk 
A special thanks to Dixie Ann Tang Yuk, who began this journey with us more than 30 years ago. Dixie Ann is our daughter and celebrates her 

birthday on August 4. Thank you, Dixie! 

Pastor Jeffrey Canton 
Our sincere gratitude to Pastor Jeffrey Canton, who has been especially loyal and dedicated to this fund for many years because of his care 

and love for the children of the U.S. Virgin Islands. At a moment’s notice, he responds to our call to capture these important occasions so they 
can be shared with the people of the Virgin Islands. Thank you, Pastor Jeffrey! 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2002 
Local business dishes out scholarships 
 

 

 

Four Virgin Islands students received $1,250 each in the inaugural scholarship year. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2003 
Our future 
 

 

Five students were awarded scholarships totaling $6,250. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2004 
Five VI graduates awarded Sterling Optical scholarships 
 

 

 

Five recent high school graduates received scholarships worth $1,250 each. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2005 
Sterling Optical awards scholarships to six VI graduates 
 

 

Six graduating students were selected from a strong territory-wide applicant pool. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2006 
Awards help students keep eye on the future 
 

 

The annual program expanded to eight student recipients from St. Croix and St. Thomas. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2007 
Sterling Optical awards scholarships 
 

 

 

Eight recent graduates received $1,250 scholarships, totaling $10,000. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2008 
Eyes on the future 
 

 

 

Nine high school graduates were recognized through the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2009 
Visionaries 
 

 

Ten graduating students received a combined $12,500 in scholarship awards. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2010 
Sterling Optical presents scholarships to 11 students 
 

 

Eleven college-bound seniors received awards totaling $13,750. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2011 
Sterling Optical awards $13,750 in scholarships 
 

 

Eleven scholarship recipients were honored in the program’s eleventh year. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2012 
Sterling Optical awards another 11 scholarships 
 

 

Eleven students received $13,750 as the fund continued through difficult economic conditions. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2013 
100 years, 100 scholarships; Marking milestone anniversary  
 

 

100 students received funds continued through difficult economic conditions. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2014 
Sterling awards scholarships to 8 high school graduates 
 

 

Eight students received a total of $15,000 in education awards. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2015 
Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund aids students 
 

 

Thirteen graduating students received funding each toward their college education. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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2016 
Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund aids students 
 

 

 

Fifteen graduating students received funding each towards their college education. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity 



ADAMS-MAHEPATH SCHOLARSHIP  |  25 YEARS OF GIVING 

19 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2017 
Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund aids students 
 

 

 

Thirteen graduating students received funding each towards their college education. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADAMS-MAHEPATH SCHOLARSHIP  |  25 YEARS OF GIVING 

20 

 

2018 
Sterling Optical awards 13 students with annual scholarships 
 

 

 

Thirteen students territory-wide were recognized following Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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2019 
Sterling Optical awards 14 students with annual scholarships 
 

 

Fourteen students territory-wide, were recognized following Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2020 
Sterling Optical awards 13 recent high school graduates 
 

 

 

The program continued during the COVID-19 pandemic, awarding $1,500 to each of 13 
graduates. 

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher 
education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2021   

Fourteen high school graduates awarded Adams-Mahepath 
scholarships 

 
Fourteen Virgin Islands students received $1,500 scholarships as the program marked its twentieth year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



ADAMS-MAHEPATH SCHOLARSHIP  |  25 YEARS OF GIVING 

24 

2022 
  21st year anniversary of the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Awards 

 

 

Fourteen recipients—eight on St. Croix and six on St. Thomas—were recognized with $1,500 awards. 
Historical photographs cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article titles and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2023   

Sterling Optical scholarships honor students 

 

 

Fourteen graduating students from St. Croix and St. Thomas/St. John received $1,500 scholarships. 
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2024 
  Sterling Optical marks 23 years of corporate citizenship with 
scholarship fund 

 
Thirteen students were selected for $1,500 awards as the fund’s cumulative value exceeded a half-million dollars. 

Historical photographs cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article titles and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

2025 
Sterling Optical marks milestone with philanthropic investment in 
V.I. youth 
 

 

 

Eleven students—seven from St. Croix and four from St. Thomas/St. John—received $1,500 
scholarships. 

These annual awards continued Sterling Optical’s commitment to recognizing graduating seniors for academic 
achievement, character, community involvement, and determination to pursue higher education. 

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity. 
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2026 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Recipients 
St. Croix District 

 

Name High School College / University Major 

Karina Diaz St. Joseph High School UVI (St. Croix) 
#900130208 Nursing 

Talyzandra Garcia St. Croix Educational Complex UVI (St. Thomas) 
#900130472 

Hospitality & 
Tourism 

Jahnivyah Greenidge St. Croix Central High School Full Sail University Music Production 

Makayla Maillard St. Croix Educational Complex UVI (St. Croix) 
#900130675 

Computer 
Engineering 

Mycal Marshall Good Hope Country Day School Lynn University 
#3019950 Aviation Operations 

Ace Poyah St. Croix Educational School University of South Carolina 
#E97554102 

International 
Business 

Mya Prasad Good Hope Country Day School University of San Francisco 
#20900363 Undecided 

Nathaniel Williams St. Croix Seventh-day Adventist 
School 

UVI (St. Croix) 
#900130458 Biology 

Congratulations to the 2026 Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recipients. 
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2026 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Recipients 
St. Thomas / St. John District 

 

Name High School College / University Major 

Mirza Baig Charlotte Amalie High School UVI (St. Thomas) 
#900129487 Biology 

Eli Blondeau Antilles School University of Georgia 
#811756343 

Electrical 
Engineering 

Tristan Farrington V.I. Montessori School and Peter 
Gruber International Academy 

Florida A&M University 
#300560462 Accounting / Finance 

Keiori Francois All Saints Cathedral School Binghamton University 
#B01242007 Psychology 

Ajeune Willett-Tyson Charlotte Amalie High School Florida A&M University 
#300556790 Criminal Justice 

Congratulations to the 2026 Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recipients. 
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TWO DECADES OF GIVING 

A Legacy Reflected in Every Recipient 
 

 

 

From 2002 through 2020, scholarship recipients pursued careers and advanced study across education, 
medicine, science, engineering, business, public service, and the arts. 

Their accomplishments represent the central purpose of the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship: to invest in young Virgin 
Islanders and help turn educational promise into lifelong community impact. 
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Investing in the Future 
 

The Adams-Mahepath Scholarship has traditionally been open to graduating high school seniors with 
a grade point average above 2.5. Applicants submit transcripts, standardized test scores when 
applicable, and a biographical sketch describing accomplishments, future goals, and community 
involvement. 

Selection has consistently looked beyond grades alone. The scholarship celebrates 
students who demonstrate service, perseverance, character, ambition, and a 

commitment to making a positive difference. 

Across twenty-five years, the program grew from four awards of $1,250 to a broad territory-wide 
legacy supporting hundreds of students. The impact is measured not only in dollars awarded, but in 
doors opened, careers launched, and lives strengthened. 
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25 YEARS OF GIVING 

A lasting investment in education, opportunity, and the future of the Virgin Islands. 

 

With Gratitude 
This commemorative booklet celebrates the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship and the many Virgin Islanders whose 

achievements continue to inspire the community. 

To every student, family, educator, employee, community partner, and member of the press who shared in this journey—
thank you. Your loyalty and support made this legacy possible. 

25 YEARS  •  HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS  •  ONE ENDURING LEGACY 

 
Dr. Lisa Adams-Mahepath & Joel Mahepath • Sterling Optical • U.S. Virgin Islands 
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