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The Story

Dr. Lisa Adams

Dr. Lisa Adams prides herself on being the first in several professional areas. She is the first local optometrist to practice
in the U.S. Virgin Islands; the first woman and first local person to serve on the Virgin Islands Board of Optometrical
Examiners, beginning in October 2004; and the first local owner of a national optical franchise, Sterling Optical.

Born on St. Croix, Dr. Adams is a product of the Catholic school system, having attended St. Patrick School and St.
Joseph High School. For more than twenty years, she volunteered her time and expertise at the Frederiksted Health Care
Center and the Charles Harwood Eye Clinic. She also served for two decades as a clinical examiner for the National
Boards of Optometry.

Joel Mahepath

Joel Mahepath spent more than a decade in the pharmaceutical industry. His experience included quality control and
work as a process chemist in the production of the bulk active ingredient quinidine gluconate. He later transitioned to
finished-dose pharmaceuticals, including capsules, tablets, and oral suspensions.

His final industry position was Managing Director of Pharmacia, where he was responsible for the production of
approximately 250 million Azulfidine tablets and Entabs for the U.S. and Canadian markets. Mahepath also taught
Operations Management at the University of the Virgin Islands as an adjunct professor at both the undergraduate and
graduate MBA levels.

A Shared Mission

In 1997, Joel Mahepath partnered with Dr. Lisa Adams to purchase a national optical franchise—
Sterling Optical—to provide eye care in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Their mission was to “enhance the
critical sense of sight” for everyone in their community.

1998-1999 Provided eye care to children at the Queen Louise Home at no cost.

Provided eye care to the elderly community at the Flamboyant at no cost.

Returned 2% of all revenues collected in August and September to Virgin Islands schools,
allowing principals to purchase needed school supplies.

Since education was essential to the growth and development of both Dr. Adams and
Mr. Mahepath, the idea of creating a lasting legacy was born in 2002. This was the
beginning of the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship.
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The Adams-Mahepath Scholarship

At its inception in 2002, four students—two on St. Croix and two on St. Thomas—were each
awarded $1,250 to help finance their education.

Over the following 25 years, the world and the Virgin Islands experienced major economic disruptions:
* The dot-com bustin 2002

* The global recession in 2008

¢ The closing of HOVENSA in 2012, a major pillar of the Virgin Islands economy

e The impact of two Category 5 hurricanes—Irma and Maria—in 2017

e The global COVID-19 pandemic from 2020 through 2023

Through every challenge, the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship survived and grew,
increasing both the number of recipients and the value of each award.

By 2026—the scholarship’s 25th year—the program had
supported approximately 274 students, with a net present
value of just under $600,000.00.

Thank You & Special Appreciation

Thanks to the Virgin Islands community, our employees throughout the years, and the press organizations that helped share
these positive stories.

St. Croix Avis — Rena Brodhurst and her team—for covering the story from 2002 through 2023 and for unwavering support of positive community
stories.

VI Daily News — Eunice Bedminster and Archie Nahigian—for strong support of young people in the Virgin Islands.
VI Consortium — Ernest Gilbert—for spectacular live coverage.

St. Croix Times — Marc Dawkins—for poetic coverage and love for the youth of the Virgin Islands.

VI Source — Ananta Pancham—for continued support.

TV2 — For years of valued coverage.

TV8 — For exceptional coverage and the commitment of an extended news segment that helped make the event real.

Thank you to every Sterling Optical employee who supported the mission of providing outstanding eye care to residents of the U.S.
Virgin Islands over the years.

Dixie Ann Tang Yuk

A special thanks to Dixie Ann Tang Yuk, who began this journey with us more than 30 years ago. Dixie Ann is our daughter and celebrates her
birthday on August 4. Thank you, Dixie!

Pastor Jeffrey Canton

Our sincere gratitude to Pastor Jeffrey Canton, who has been especially loyal and dedicated to this fund for many years because of his care
and love for the children of the U.S. Virgin Islands. At a moment’s notice, he responds to our call to capture these important occasions so they
can be shared with the people of the Virgin Islands. Thank you, Pastor Jeffrey!
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2002

Local business dishes out scholarships

From left to right, Nichelle Mahepath, Dr. Lisa Adams, Monique Toussaint, Kamj Francois and Joel Mahepath poes
: for a photo Thursday at the Sterling Optical Store in the Golden Rock ShoppingJPlaza. Toussaint and Francois m
two of four college students awarded $1,250 each in scholarships given by Sterling Optical, The two recipients not

shown in the photo are Jannzca Wickham and Nivesha Smalls.

Local business dishes out scholarships

Four Virgin Islands students received $1,250 each in the inaugural scholarship year.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

education.
Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2003

Our future
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Our future

Five students were awarded scholarships from Sterling Optical totaling $6,250. The recipients were cho-
sen from over 50 applicants. Each student was required to write an autobiography and to send a resume.
 (Bottom right to left) Takara Scott from the University of the Virgin Islands, Atra Watlington of Spelman College

and Karen Augustin of the University of Tampa. (Top right to left) Anoop Agarwal from the University of Michigan

and Kernather Auguste of Morehouse College. Flanking the students is Dr. Lisa Adams (left) and Joel

Mahepath (right).

Five students were awarded scholarships totaling $6,250.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2004

Five VIl graduates awarded Sterling Optical scholarships

- r ’ . p i 4 . friom n y . 'I.
Supported by staff and president Joel Mahepath (left), Dr. Lisa Adams (center) gives three scholarships on
behalf of Steriing Optical to Rennisha Wickham (center left) of SL Croix Central High School, Antonette Peters
{center right) of St. Thomas' Chariotte Amalie High School and Samwell Moatoo (center right) of the St. Croix
Educational Complex. :

Five VI graduates awarded
‘Sterling Optical scholarships

Five recent high school graduates received scholarships worth $1,250 each.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2005

Sterling Optical awards scholarships to six VIl graduates

Mchael Nsensan

Scholarship recipients (from left to right) Rederick Moorehead, Pooja Kanusing. !.!idtelu &#aqamnanqwn
Turnbull and representing Sylvia Connor Navarro, Sonia Navarro pose with the Sterling Optical staff
Wednesday.

Sterling Optical
awards scholarships
to six VI graduates

Six graduating students were selected from a strong territory-wide applicant pool.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2006

Awards help students keep eye on the future

M STERLING OPTICAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Kristin Duncan

Nailah Elliot receives her Adams-Mahepath Scholarship from Drs. Lisa Adams and Joel Mahepath of
Sterling Optical on Thursday. Also receiving the scholarships were Joel Sinanan, Crystal Thomas, Tiomoui
Malone, Camille Paul and Elroy Ashtian, Jr. Not pictured are Bemnelda Thomas and Jerae Forde.

Awards help students
keep eye on the future

The annual program expanded to eight student recipients from St. Croix and St. Thomas.
The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2007

Sterling Optical awards scholarships

Sterling Optical
awards scholarships

STEPHANIE HANLON

ST. CROIX — Supporting high-
er educalion in the territory for
the sixth year. Sterling Optical,
located in the Golden Rock
Shopping Center, has awarded
elght recently graduated high
school students from St. Croix
and St. Thomas with 51,250
scholarships.

The graduates were awarded
their scholarships on Wednesday
at Sterling Optical. Five students
were from St. Croix and three
from St. Thomas. Altogether, own-
ers Joel Mahepath and Lisa
Adams gave $10,000 in scholar-
ships on Wednesday.

There were 80 applicants but
only elght scholarships available.
The criteria was based on the stu-
dent’s school involvement, com-
munity involvement, SAT scores,
grade point average and bio-
graphical essay.

Jose Figueroa graduated from
the Manor School and is going to
major in graphic design at the
Art Institute of Tampa

Jai Hewlett graduated from the

Kristin Duncan
Several college-bound VI students received scholarships from Stering Optical Wednesday, Pictured here are
Nneka Richards, Gianelii Latorre, Joel Mahepath, president and CEO of Sterling Optical, Vijeta Bhambhani, Khenry
Calender: Jaheem Joseph, Jai Hewlett and Dr. Lisa Adams, optometrist at Sterling Optical. Not pictured are
Christina Smith and Jose Figueroa who received scholarships as well.

still achieved more than the aver-
age high school graduate.

“We know that she will continue
to succeed as she already has”
sald Grant. who is a close family
friend of Smith’s family.

Adams sald that it was Smith's
biographical essay that pushed
her into the final eight scholar-
ship reciplents, She said it was
moving and well written.

Nneka Richards made it into the
final elght because of her extensive
community involvement. She was
a Teen Line volunteer, she tutored
students with the Weed and Seed
Program, was a member of Fulure
Business Leaders of America. is a
member of the National Honors
Soclety. and was the public rela-
tions person for the student gov-
emment association.

This scholarship program grew
from four scholarships to the cur-
rent eight. Mahepath said that
education has always been a focus
of Sterling Optical's community
involvement.

They have recently celebrated
10 years of being in business in
the territory. Mahepath sald that

Eight recent graduates received $1,250 scholarships, totaling $10,000.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2008

Eyes on the future

Eyes on the future

Sterling Optical awards scholarships to nine high school grads

JOHN NOIR

*a slep
ams
her education
anks to the Sterling
Optie .:] Scholarship
Propr:

Optical
. iS\\ill'l]"(i
i scholarship
certificates Lo each
the students
Wednesday during
the annual Sterling
g :

my held
1 Rock.
And in an effort
to help these
students further
1|.L,i: \'mumirm.
the Sterling
Optical executive
team made the
unprecedented
decision to award
each recipient
an additional

commitment of being
a good steward of the
community, Scholarship
15 Jusl one way In
which we invest in the
community, We invest
in the community the
kind of way that
benefits the entire St,
Croix community,”

This year's recipients
are Tramaine Creighton
of St. Croix  Central
High School, who will
attend University of the
Virgin Islands: Laila
Cintron of 8t. Croix
Educational Complex
High School, will be
attending the University
of Puerto Rico at
Mayaguesz; Jac ques
Gumbs Jr. of St, X
Center for Excellence,
will be attending
Mohawk Valley
Community College in
Utica, N.Y.; and Meghan
Cirieir of St. Croix

~

Central High School,
will be attending UVI.
Recipients from
non-public schools
are lssacel O'Neals of St.
Seventh-day
School

Yaster Duncan
at Sterling Opti-
calin Golden Rock Wednesday Pictured here are Tramaine Crmghton Laila Cintron, J.}cques Gumbs Jr, Meghan Cin-
cin, Dr. Lisa Maduro, optomelrist at Sterling Optical, Issaccel O'neals, T'shiyrad Samuel Mathépath, front; (from lef)
Nelson W. Joel Mathépain, president and CEO of Sterling Optical; and Antoinette Boynes Not pictured is Ma'co Schell o
who received the schelarship as wel i\1 EnJ ® [

Adventist

£260 in gift
cer Llfu ates to

Jpllml store,
e8¢ \lSllnL kh lS[, (L]
so much ahead of
11\. sm " aaid Dr Liea

Several college-bound VI students received the Adanna

ip during a ps

Nine high school graduates were recognized through the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2009

Visionaries

Visionaries

Sterling Optical gives back with scholarship awards

TOM EADER

ST CROIXN — Recognizing the
value of education, Sterling Optical
awarded a 1otal of $12.500 in col-
lege scholarships to 10 high school
graduates from St Thomas and
5t. Croix for the seventh year in a
rowe during a presentation Tuescay
at its store in Estate Galden Rock,

“T would like to thank Sterling
Optical for giving me this oppaor
wnity to receive this scholarship”
said Ashley Lawrence, a St. Croix
Country Day Scheol graduate who
will be attending Rutgers Univer
sity

Sterling Optical owners — Joel
Mahepath, president and chief
executive olficer. and Lisa Adams,
optometrist — have been prosent
ing the anoual Adams-Mahepath
Scholarship Award to deserving
high school graduates from
throughout the territory since
2002, They awarded scholarships
waorth 51,250 to all 10 students
on Tuesday,

a i = Tom Eader
Sterling Optical awarded a total of $12,500 in college scholarships to 10 high scheol graduates from St. Thomas
and St Croix during a presentation Tuesday at its store in Estate Golden Rock.

The tollowing is o list of w1l 10
recipients of the 2009 Adams-
Mabhepath Scholarship Award:

* Ponam Addasani, o pracduate
of Antilles Epis 1l School, will
sty pesvecholesy at Northeastern

University

* Lidetton Davis, o graduate of
Charlotte Aosalie Thgh School, will
study eivil eryg

gt Pennsyl
vinia State University,

= Bevin Dixon, o gracduate of St
Croix Fdi

study business and computer sei-

silional Comnples, will

vriee af the University of the Virgin
Islinds,

o Julis-Julier
Hope School, wi
versiy of |

* Ashley renee. o graduate
of St Creiy Country Day Se
will attend Rutgers Univer

cluaite of Ciood
ittend the Uni

sl

ity.
* Lawren Lewis, o graduste of
Good Hope School, will attend Rice
University.
« Alexandra Morgan. 2 grachie

Ten graduating students received a combined $12,500 in scholarship awards.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2010

Sterling Optical presents scholarships to 11 students

Lasba Knght
Recipients of the 2010 Adams-Mahapath Scholarship posa for a picture in Sterling Optical’s Golden Rock
location on Tuesday.

Sterling Optical presents
scholarships to 11 students

Eleven college-bound seniors received awards totaling $13,750.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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Sterling Optical awards $13,750 in scholarships

Sterling Optlcal awards $13,750 in scholarships

LASIRAKNIGHT

ST. CROIX—Lisa Adams and
Jool Mahepath, owners of Sterling
Optical. ewarded 11 local stu-
denis scholarshipa from their
Adarhs-Mahepath Scholarship
Fund Thureday.

This is the [ tth year that the
Adams-Mahepath Scholarship
Fund has helped Imarce the high-
er cducation of youth in the Vir-
gin [alands.

Each scholarship recipient
recelved §1,250 for their educa-
tton. teialing 518,750 in schol-
arships,

"Beucation is a mphal invest-
ment in a human bEln ' Mahep-
ath said.

Even in these tough cconomic
{lmes, Mahepath and Adams fed
il is thelr duty to help others pur-
sue their deeams, "You hare {0
weigh, do I do this, or net do

Jl
a

4
Submitzd phoro
Lisa Adams ({eff) and pine of the 11 awardees of 11th annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship award display the checks
that are helping to set some of the bright stars of the terriary aiong the path of higher education.

and minor in Japanese at
Roanoke College.

Ennnett Hansen IH, a graduate
of the Cnod Hope Schoal, hopes to
cam a degree in Marrite Science
from the University of Tampa.

"Ever sinve | can reenember, |
have had a decp fascination with
the ocean.” Hanern said,

Shamari Skelion, a graduate of
Chartotte Aoiatte High School,
said, "Ail my life { bave been sere-
ing athers. Fresse give me the
oppertunity to contiruie on a trg-
er scalb.”

Skelton plans to atteed UVl in
the fa azd eamn a maslers in
busincss administration.

Mahepath satd, "education is
the gateway to success. That has
beerf our gateway to success and
we ate trylng to help others along
that path.”

The sevon scholarship reeipt-

enis from St. Croix are: Latoya
Daniamin Vlneenzn Farchatte

Eleven scholarship recipients were honored in the program’s eleventh year.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,

celebrating academic achievement, character,

education.

community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2012

Sterling Optical awards another 11 scholarships

Sterling Optlca] awards another 11 scholarshlps

LASIBA KNIGHT ! i . w—h* ',-.\ ﬂxﬁ. =

ST. CROIX — "Evena cherry can 3 g e A E
be divided,” is the saying thal res- —p g
onates when witnessing the gen-
erosity of Joel Mahepath and Lisa
Adams, who even in hard tmes
contlinue to give,

Adams and Mahepath, owners
of Sterling Optical, awarded 11 stu-
dents from the territory scholar-
ships in the hope that through their
help they will make a significant
irvestment in these young students’
futures.

At a time where most people are
tightening their belts and cutting
back on all expenditures, Adams
and Mahepath are digging deeper
than ever to meet a need that they
see as an essential part of becom-
ing a successful memnber of society.

“In these difficult economic con-
ditions in the Virgin Islands, it is
more important to give than to not

Laaiba Knight
For over a decade the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship has served to provide college-bound students in the territo-
ry with much needed financial assistance.

Eleven students received $13,750 as the fund continued through difficult economic conditions.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

2013

100 years, 100 scholarships; Marking milestone anniversary

100 years, 100 scholarships

m«mwmmmﬂ Adl id that Stering Opti-
has several Dleces of ant crealed mmmmumumum-mam-u har own ofics. Paoe 4

Sterlmg Optical marks milestone
annlversary, awards scholarshlps

llenin yooth wha had done everyt-
King right. bt nerdod & helping
hand 10 conere that haed wodlre to
higher education — university
tutivet.

2000, the fund has given

of Ster.

acadenio edoostion.

1o add 10 moch more ad the lives
afiteethero: it's partof the backba-
ne tn 5L Crote. B

IMoctat Franciwn, » graduste

Proe W.B. Dinnlal Chelation Schoal,
muummudwumu
niversite thin fall kn oersuitof s .

echolars. ol S cnlobrate scodemic exomlence ard o o
Young m“ﬂnm tering Optical gathered on Tuesday 1o Ehe amanding of the mmm

100 students received funds continued through difficult economic conditions.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,

celebrating academic achievement, character,
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.

community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
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2014

Sterling awards scholarships to 8 high school graduates

Sterling awards scholarships
012

LASIBA KNIGHT

ST. CROIX — Sitting behind
his desk in the back oflice at Ster-
ling Optical in Gelden Rock, co-
owner Joel Mahepath, was visibly
overjoved as he diseussed one of
the great loves in his life, a schol-
arship fund started by him and
his wife,

"] always like to say that the
essence of living is in the giving.”
Mahepath said with a chuckle as
he tried to explain why he and his
wife, Lisa Adams, have dug so
deeply to give so freely in order to
see 1o the educational needs of
children in the Virgin Islands over
the last 13 vears,

Perhaps, it is because educa-
tion has plaved such a large role
in their lives with Adams having
carned 2 doctorate in oplometry
and Mahepath
awav [rom a doctorate in inter-

a dissertation

high school graduates

Lasiba Knight
The Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund presented eight students from St. Croix and four students from St
Thomas with a total of $15,000 in awards this Tuesday at an event held in the showroom of Sterling Oplical in the
Golden Rock Shapping Center.

proud of that,” she said.

Scholarship recipients were

selected not only on the strength

of their academic perlormance

and scores on standardized tests,

but also on the quality of their

character and their dedication to
the community

Verne MeSween, a student of
the University of the Virgin
Islands, said that he regularly
volunteers at his church and par-
ticularly likes to help sick and
shut-in parishioners who are not
able to upkeep their homes,

“For me it was aboul showing
people who are struggling that |
care,” MeSween said.

The average cost of tuition at a
private college this year was
530,094, and 522,203 at a pub-
lic university for out of state stu-
dents according to the College
Board
incame for families in the Virgin

The median annual

Eight students received a total of $15,000 in education awards.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,

celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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2015
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Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund aids students

Adams-Mahepath Scholarshlp Fund aids students

BRITNEY KNIGHT

ST, CROIX —The store front of
Sterling Oplical in Golden Rock
was fllled with parents, family
and recent high school graduates
Tuesday, thanks to a declslon by
Joel Mahepath and Lisa Adams to
“Invest in the future.”

Through thelr Adams-Mahep-
ath Scholarship Fund, the couple
distributed $1,500 to 13 students,
allowing them to embark on the
future with some financial sup-

port,
The scholarship program has

over $250,00 in financlal ald,
according to Adams,

Young scholars, family and the owners of Sterling Optical gameremeues
provided over 100 students with  day 1o celebrate academic excollence at the awards presentation of the

Adams-Mahepalh Scholarship Fund

Almestica said.

After working with patients at
the hospital, Almestica said she
was able o realize that she can do
something she enjoys — helping
peaple — as a career.

Tlike helping people because |
was always exposed to helping
peaple,” she sald.

Like most college freshmen,
Karl Currence has an idea of what
she wants to major n, but is stil
undecided. She graduated from

| Good Hope Country Day School

with a 3.9 GPA and is preparing
o altend Columbla University.
“Right now my major is unde-
cided but I'm leaning towards
international relations,” Currence

She encouraged all scholarship
reclpients to study hard and to
make a difference,

Adams also emphasized the
need for the students to give back
{o the community, saying it will
make all the difference.

“Because if all of us give back
this will make this place a better
place to live,” Adams said,

Sterling Optical also donated
scholarships to five St. Thomas
students: Kerel Calwood of the
Ivanna Eudora Kean High School
will attend Morehouse College
where she will major in biology,
Shenique Lewls of the Seventh
Day Adventist School will attend
UV1 where she will major in crim-

Thirteen graduating students received funding each toward their college education.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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2016

Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund aids students

BRITNEY KNIGHT

ST. CROIX — Lisa Adams and
Joel Mahepath, co-owners of
Sterling Optical called on grad-
vates once again to usher in a
new era of success while giving
back to the community at their
annual Adams-Mahepath Schol-
arship Fund award ceremony
on Tuesday.

The Sterling Optical store in
Golden Rock was llled with smil-
ing graduates and proud family
members on Tuesday at the annu-
al event.

“All of our reciplents are quite
ambitious and they are quite
remarkable.” Adams said prior
to presenting the awards to
graduates from both the St.
Crolx and St. Thomas-St. John
distriets.

“The most well-kept secret on
5t. Croix™ was revealed when
Rodney Griflin was presented
with a scholarship award.

“Everyone knows Rodney as a
comedian, we know him as an
athlete — he's a track star, but
Rodnev does extremely well in

Bty Kinight

Scholarships and benefactors

A group of Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund recipients pose with Stering Optical co-owners Lisa Adams and
Joel Mahepath during the annual scholarship awards ceremony on Tuesday, Page 3.

Adams-Mahepath fund awards 15 scholarships

Lisa Adams and Joal Mahepath, co-owners of Sterling Optical speak to a group
of students and parents on Tuesday at the annual Adams-Mahepath Schol-
arship Fund award ceremony.

absent as she already left Island
to attend New Mexlco Institute
to study chemistry. a special
mention. Last year, Acosla’s sis-
ter. Regine, was also a recipient
of the Adams-Mahepath Schol-
arship Fund. Adams noted the
Acosta family is doing some-
thing right.

“That family definitely has some
formula for academic excellence,”
she said.

The number of scholanships dis-
tributed was set to increase by one
to 14, but on Tuesday morning it
was increased to 15 instead. Thus
Nainh Otto from the St Croix Edu-
cational Complex became lug:l:;uI
number 15 and awarded a schol-
arship. Otto will study interna-
tional business this fall at Tide-
water Community Col ]

Mahepath said his hope is that
the students and those before
them will one day give back to
the community. He said the reci
ohizcation has allowed him to do
Just that and it s in that hope the
Adams-Mahepath scholarships
are awarded an nmll_r

R S s S

that she hopes to one day fulfill
Mahepath's vision.

She said that businesses on St.
Croix being in a position to give
back to the community says a lot
— that one can suceeed in busi-
ness here on the island.

“It's miy dream one day to do the
same,” Hattiste said,

Tone Grant summed up the
feelings of Tuesday's scholarship
recipients, Grant, who loves math,
sald recelving the scholarship is
“truly a blessing.”

He plans to study electrical
engineering at the University of St.
Thomas campus.

Since 2002, the Adams-
Mahepath Scholarship Fund
has glven 100 students from the
territory about $250,000 in
scholarships. Those selected to
recelve the scholurships have
displayed academic dlligence,
commitment to community ser-
vice and high Scholastic Apti-
tude Test scores, according to
the scholarship application.

This year, in addition to Grif-
fin. Acosta, Otto, Battiste and

Fifteen graduating students received funding each towards their college education.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity
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Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund aids students

“The essence of living is in the giving’

— Sterling Optical owners award scholarships to 15 students ——

MARKIDASCOTLAND Foas F T C ,
. - |
£

ST. CROIX — The Adams-Mahep-
ath Scholarship committed isa nuitu-
al tradition of providing scholar-
ships for college-bound youth
territory-wide on Tuesday.

Now in its 15th year, a total of 15
students each received a $1,500
scholarship.

Joel Mahepath, co-owner of Ster-
ling Optical with partner, Dr. Lisa
Adams, said they created the fund
because they viewed echication as a
necessity.

“Adams and | have similar back-
grounds. We grew up in an envi
ronment where education was real-
ly stressed in the home and was
viewed as the key to success,”
Mahepath said. “When wet
professionals. we realized that at
the endof the the essence of liv-
ing Is in the giving.”

Since 2002, the fund has given
over 100 students from the territo-
ry more than $350,000 in scholar-
ships. The students selected to Sz Eootiaitd

he scholarships display ) . " A St
;r,:\(.:du'u::. ‘d-,;ﬂs.o? mtl,l!,’],,:{,;][:\,tﬁ Atotal of 15_ students terntory-wide received $1,500 scholarships Tuesday from Stering Optical's Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Fund to pursue their cal-
community service and high lege education

ame

Thirteen graduating students received funding each towards their college education.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
education.
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Sterling Optical awards 13 students with annual scholarships

Thirteen students territory-wide were recognized following Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

Markida Seatiand

Sterlmg Optlcal awards 13 students
with annual scholarships

5C HDLAHSHIP
RECIPIENTS

Agasi Gordon, Jacenia Wark
Whopid Wlatyr, Careean Willsrg
Jada Fomes, Kadysha
Schgonegisr, Wistnay Werrnar
Dlanes! Dedem S Aplah
Charimwend, Arrpsh lymas,
Loron Floides, Srea Shirisg
ared [ranysha Varkey

BARKIDN SCOTL AN

ST, CHOIN — The

ﬁl n.:l'\' [ I‘
Anhe paaths S holarahin Furad dhr
INE o ceremeay T sday
Adlams. co-oumer of Scerling
Dptical, sal the acholarship was
i Laenil b year fol
= b owl Muria

Thae L 1 hoarmiades
et rrew bvr s mnany apgd

[T -
bt froeens Cimritenl g Sehnsd welll g bey. schclarsiug.
Adbssi-Bahegath Schalhnihg: Fund % posue a
whiein g al L Rota Collegs o Parnsyhowg

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,

celebrating academic achievement, character,
education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.

community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher
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Sterling Optical awards 14 students with annual scholarships

By ELLIOTT DAVIS
Daily News Staf

Fourteen VI graduating students
foceived S1,500 one-year scholarships
from Sterfing Optical on Tuesday, fi
nancial aid that would help on the next
epof theit educational joumey.

Stetlmg Crphical, @ locally owned
¢ye care business, sarted the Adums.
Mahepath Schalarship in 2002, when
il gave §1.250 each 1o four sudents,
according o a statement from the cony
pany. The scholarship has grown since

peaking in 2017 when there were
15 recipients, The scholarship amount
increased 1o §1,5001m 2014,

After 13 students were awarded
funds last year even in the aflermath
of hurmicanss Trma and Maria, Sterling
Optical ot that number back up to 14
this year, In the program's 18 years,
182 studenis have received between

oterling Optical grants scholarships to 14

—

]

Uy News et by LOAI ABBOTTS
Sterling Optica’s St Thomas manager Dixie Ann Tang Yuk, frontlef, and owner Joe! Mahepath, front ght, present
$1,500 schatarships Tuesday to, left to ight, Velven Samuel-Warren represgnting Dantah Matthesvs, Verisha Hodge,
'Shae Xavier, Kamal Tyson, Radiance Poetes and Jahquan Richards at Sterling Optical on St Thomas, Scholarships
werg also awarded to St Croix students in a ceremony on that island,

local

students

good about it.”

The 2019 Adams-Mahepath Schol-
arship recipients are:

St Croix;

* Alayna Caraballo, St Croix Central
High School, attending The School of
(he Art Inctituae of Cicago.

# [sencta Chirles, 31 Croty Liduca-
tional Complex, attending the Univer-
sity ol the Virgin Ilands

* Nia Coates, Good Hope Country
Day School,attending Franois College

* Micheel Dow Jr, St Croix Feuca-
tional Comples, anending the Univer-

| sity of the Virgin Idands

+ Mahlam Graham, §t. Croi Sev-
enthdiy Adventist School, atiending
Oakwoud University

* N'kaysiz Hughes, St Joseph High
School, atending LaRoche University

+ Lammunigue Bames. 3t Croix Cen-
tral High School attending Sam Hous:
10n State Universny

Fourteen students territory-wide, were recognized following Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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Sterling Optical awards 13 recent high school graduates

Sterling Optical awards 13 recent high

school grads with college scholarsh

The Adams-Mahepath scholarship
has grown considerably since
it began in 2002

KAY WICKER

ST. CROIX — Tuesday morn-
ing. the scenes in both of the
local Sterling Optical branches
on St. Crolx and SL. Thomas
were equally celebratory.

Gathered in both — in person
and virtually — were this year's

ts ol the local franchis-
es' eollege scholarship, the
Adams-Mahepath Scholarship.
The lucky 13 new territory high
school graduates chosen this
year each took home $1,500
checks made out to the school
they plan to attend in the fall,

The award, in its 19th year,
was started in 2002 by chiel
executive officer of Sterling
Optical's local branchee Joel
Mahepatis and his wife Lisa
Adams. Back then, there were
just four lucky reciplents and
the award was 81,250 apiece.
The size of the award may have
grown considerably over the
years, but the mission has
remained. That much is evident
in looking at this year's win-
ners.

During the brief awards pre-
sentation, Adams highlighted
three of this year's winners,
Kelsey Bhola, who graduated
from Good Hope Country Day
School, Mahkael Parris, who
graduated from St. Croix
Central High School. and
Angelica Sterling on St. Thomas
who graduated from the St
Thomas-5t. John Seventh Day
Adventist School.

Bhola, who graduated with
nearly perfect SAT scores, is
headed to Harvard University
in the fall and has plans to
study engineering. Parris won
the U17 World 9 - Ball Billiard
Championship in Moscow,
Russia. becoming the first
American and Virgin Islander
ever to do so.

“This is simply fantastic that
Mahkael can actually say that.

The award, in its 19th
year, was started in
2002 by chief execu-

tive officer of Sterling

Optical’s local branch-

es Joel Mahepath and
his wife Lisa Adams.

Back then, there were

just four lucky recipi-
ents and the award

was $1,250 apiece. The
size of the award may
have grown consider-
ably over the years,
but the mission has
remained: That much
is evident in looking at
this year's winners.

he is the first American to
accomplish something in the
world. He can also say that he
has his own day.” said Adams
during the presentation.

After his victory in 2018, then
Gov, Kenneth Mapp declared
December 17th "Mahkael Parris
Day” in his honor. Parris plans
to attend the University of the
Virgin Islands, where he will
maler in process technology.

Sterling, an accomplished
young poet, won the 2017 and
2020 U.S. Virgin Islands Peetry
Out Loud Competition. She also
represented the Virgin Islands in
Washington, D.C. and received
Henorable Mention on the
national stage. She plans to
major in blology at Washinglon
Adventist University.

The other reciplents on St.
Croix, who each introduced
themselves during the presen-
tation, were N'Kosl Benjamin
who graduated from Free Will
Baptist School; DaReone
Christopher who graduated from
St. Croix Educational Complex:

ships

AT ! -y f

Subrmised phcto

Tuesday husband and wife Joel Mahepath and Lisa Adams awarded 13 lucky recent high school graduates through-

Pictured is the 1. Croix recipients.

Domingue Elizee who graduated
from Good Hope Country Day
School; Chal'rick Todman who
graduated from St. Croeix
Seventh Day Adventist School;
and Kevin Williams Jr. who
graduated from St. Creix
Educational Complex.

The rest of the recipients on St.
Thomas include Elijah Clatwood
who graduated from Saints Peter
and Paul Cathelic School; Trifany
Connor whe graduated from V1
Montessori School & Peter
Gruber International Academy;
Lennycia Finley who graduated
from [vanna Eudora Kean High
Schaaol; Viren Punjabi who grad-
uated from Antilles School: and
Jumahri Shageem who graduat-
ed from Charlotte Amalie High
School.

out the terriiory with $1.500 each as part of their annual scholarship fund the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship.

Submitied pholo
On St, Thomas, those gathered in person for the annual Adams-Mahepath
Scholarship award ceremeny practice social distancing and wore masks.

The program continued during the COVID-19 pandemic, awarding $1,500 to each of 13

graduates.

The annual Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recognized talented graduating seniors from St. Croix and St. Thomas,
celebrating academic achievement, character, community involvement, and the determination to pursue higher

education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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Fourteen high school graduates awarded Adams-Mahepath
scholarships

Foute i ohoo gadutesavared Adams-ahepath shoasi

o e T . = S

By LORIABBOTTS i B
DeyHes St 1Y In) m-

Fourteen Virgin Islands students
were avarded Adams-Mahepath
Scholarships on Tuesday in 2 joint |
ceremony ol Sterling Optical’s §1. SIS
Thomas and $t. Croix locations, (FRENIN
connected via Zoom, Exch student el
receved o 31,500 scholarship,
marking the 208h year of the schol
arship fund, ,

The program recopnizes tudenls S
who have excelled both academically
and in ther community, Esablshed . —
i 2000, it hs avarded SS00000 in Steing Opticlowers O Lso AdamsMehepath [scth om il and ol , D sy LORAEROTS
sholrss 10 29 s, ek Mahepeh ar surauned by Adams Motepetn Shorstip reciers Mon- - Sering Optcal off manager D ong-Yuk, e s Josh Crlenge
s v ot s e siefnbul e, s Ty, Emaael oy Se-rena (on repiresentmg s daughter J Niya Challenge{, Shania Nieves M:tchelilTurn-
onthe e o oo, phyicns - cegeion, Ashey Ravarire and Anah Petrs (t g and famy member, bulJr, Daren Hodge Jr and V) @ﬁﬂlémﬂ School and Petr Gruer e
iyl aetig ool ey Ti b i Lng S pl naoral Acadey cofeme counsorKaa Ebe Cook repteseting Dvont

D Lis Adms Ve nd el ol on 1. Cro o sy s the 21y i e scholsiphi e Duncan &t 3 presentation on St Thomas recognizing reciients of Adams

Mahenath, who onened Sierting O awarded, Mahepath Scholarships.

Fourteen Virgin Islands students received $1,500 scholarships as the program marked its twentieth year.
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21st year anniversary of the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Awards

21st year anniversary of the Adams-
Mahepath Scholarship Awards

M.A. DWORKIN

ST. CROIX — There is only one
real way to repay the people and
the places you have grown to love
for the suceess you have garnered
in thelr midst.

Dr. Lisa Adams and her hus-
band Joel Mahepath, owners of
Sterling Optical. have been proving
that method is true for twenty-one
years. This year there are 14 recip-
fents of thelr Adams-
Mahepath Scholarship Awards.
Elght reciplents on St. Croix and
six on St. Thomas.

Sterling Optical has been pro-
viding superlative service with a
warm heart for the past twenty five
years in the Virgin Islands. When
you walk into thelr establishment,
you feel as Il you have walked into
a home where people care about
you and want to take care of you in
a manner you deserve.

The Adams-Mahepath
Scholarship was established by
this ultra-talented couple in 2002.
Over the past 21 years, they have
awarded 243 scholarships at a pre-
sent value of approximately
$500,000. Smart and goal-orient-

Submitied photo
On Tuesday, young scholars received a helping hand during the 21st Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Awards held
at Sterling Optical.

tion is to stay in Mexico and

a doctor. She was bom in
Antigua and grew up an the Dutch
side of Saint Maarten. She is look-
ing to take her doetoral medical
talents back to Saint Maarten and
work in the medical system.

Alexandria Bhola, Good Hope
Country Day High School will be
attending the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia and
majoring in International
Relations. Although she is a firm
bellever in keeping her options
open, she looks to attend law
school after college. possibly going
into international law. But her
break-through dream is to work at
the United Nations.

Maykayla Ramos, STX
Educational Complex will be going
off to Johnson C Smith University
in Charlotte, NC. Her major is
sports management. She is a ten-
nis player who struggled with the
lack of opportunity in sports on St.
Crolx. She wants to help make
that situation better. She rennis
players and then branch out to
represent athletes in other sports.
She wants to eventually take all
that knowledge and bring it back

Fourteen recipients—eight on St. Croix and six on St. Thomas—were recognized with $1,500 awards.

Historical photographs cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article titles and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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Sterling Optical scholarships honor students

Sterling Optlcal scholarships honor students

M.A DWORKIN

8T. CROIX = There Is some-
thing very spécial about Dr. Lisa
Adams and her husband Joel
Mahepath, owners of Sterling
Optical, who for the past twenly-
twa years, have nol only opened

thelr hearts and their pocketbooks  F44

to help Virgin Islands students
ease Lhelr way into college but
have done 5o with & freal sense of
slyle and a deeply felt regard for

the people of the Islands they love

This year, the Adams-Mahepath
Scholarships awarded by Sterling
Optical have honored 14 graduat-
ing studenis from St Crobcand St.

Thomas/SL. John districls with |

$1.500 scholarships for each stu-
dent to help furiher their college
educatiotn pursuits,

“We view education as a means
for greater upward mobility and
the acquisition of knowledge as a

STX Edueational Comples: and will
be altending UV, majoring in
Nursing.

“I Jove kids. so [ wan to have

| something to do with kids, | actu-

ally want to be a midwife, Ideally,
| would like to work for mysell
but as long as | can work with
kids, that would be wonderful.”
Arno told the Avis, who In tum
asked her what had motivated
such a desire. “I don't think kids
should ever be mistreated. | am
trylng to prevent that.”

The other reciplents of the
Adams-Mahepath Scholarship on
5t, Crolx were:

* BryNice Berley, STX Central
High School, attending Nova
Southeastern Universlty, majoring
in Computer Science.

* Jared Brown, STX Educational

i Complex, atlendlng Benedict

College, majoring in Business

anusymmwumﬂ Entrepreneurship,

key element of human advance-  Awards ceremony at Sterfing Opical for Adams-Mahepath Scholarship.

* Yoniisha Lawrence, 81, Joseph

Fourteen graduating students from St. Croix and St. Thomas/St. John received $1,500 scholarships.
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Sterling Optical marks 23 years of corporate citizenship with

scholarship fund

Stering Opteals Jote Mehetron (fhwd from right, with white and sakmon printed
e O, Jorarl Holirgenorth fim back with the donuments] and the demors, with

. recuved fmanciel axuatance, i tha frst row, left b rght, anddisomosion Clendnan
Sherkeq Optcal had customans, stafl tevrtorywida schood epresantative. lected offclals offcial and wel-  u Frecdh, theck centered], Marona Modige, Saf Ceyo Jones and Lels Raitng,

WMMHMWMWWEMB Lo HGE-I'QLIMI lhdmm wirh Mwl [ m{rmhﬂm'w Iﬂ,wuﬂ vel, Baarmon Mechup
b ofines presarslons recondy on 5L Crole to O OC (Butler Lampud, of the Unevirsty of the Viep 1ands.  Rebart S, Tha Edward and Wanda Carmabel. hhm,,,; from le¥t 1 right
undat 11 preonfion for he Jrd year of swards to UV atudents. From lah, Stering Optical farifory  sey: Nema Francieus Jivsal Crucesmorth, Earl Hunt, Jonalle Willems, Ruth

eervogees: fmon ot 10 irghe, S0 miysar Bomungelies. Soremn students, Frotia Bimoiny a0 &l Dionsn fefitcy,
hisarkatand wiireing, Roeas Jobrwon, Wayna Sening, Schawn Vormon, and M. Sharon Herrieg.

Sterling Optical marks 23 years of corporate citizenship with scholarship find

Thirteen students were selected for $1,500 awards as the fund’s cumulative value exceeded a half-million dollars.

Historical photographs cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article titles and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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Sterling Optical marks milestone with philanthropic investmentin
V.l. youth

Sterling Optical marks milestone with philanthropic investment in V.I youth

By VERNICE BURGHER
Special to The Daily News

ST. CROIX — The Adams-
Mahepath Scholarship is continu-
ing its tradition of opening doors
for Virgin lslands students, fuellng
their pursuit of higher education as
well as personal growth.

Since its establishment in 2002,
a total of 261 scholarships have
been awarded, representing a net
present value of more than a halfl
million dollars: The chalecahipt’a
a philanthropy initiative of Ster-
ing, Optical, which has served the
Virgin lslands sioce July 1997,

AL its core, the schalarship
reflects Sterling Opticail s pon-
mimaott to education as 4 tool for
empowerment and mobility. For
nearly a quarter-century, foanders
Joel Mahepath and his wife, Dr.
Lisa Adams, have cmphasiced the
tranaforming power of learning —
not as an obligation, but as a way
1o rise, back up the community, and
and support losg dgsioy.

“Education s the key meta of th
of Steriing Optical, and the Adam:-
said that 1s very mann bi tiod the
annual 1. Van Hall writes in tee
DMA of love. So, let licep on giv-
ing the love you tach of lesming.”

Adams, the keynote spesker at
the 51. Croix awards ceremony
held Tuesday, echoed the impost-
tance of investing in young Virgin
Islanders.

“Education is the key motio

i » ~
e || 1o el .

.
Sterling Optical owners Dr. Lisa Adams. center. and husband, Joel Mahepath, help present scholarship awards to the 20358 Adams-Mahepath Scholar
ship winners, from left to right. Gela Williams, Anandoinie Bames, representing “Hoeeing Green; Elaine Lopez Adam eroma representing “Jarelie Waiker,
Shavonne Mona Webster, Adeona Gritfin, and Anari Wilianms, during Tuesday's ceremony on St. Croix.

four from the St. Thomas-St. John
District — were awarded 51,500
scholarships based an GPA, SAT

scores, community involvement,
and e R
Soe SCHOLARSHIP, page 21

social mobility.
This year, 11 students — seven
from the SL. Croix District and

of our company,” she said. "It
predicts information, helps shape
critical thinking. and fosler expand-

SCHOLARSHIP

CONTINUED FIROM PAGE 20

and a personal biographical sketch.
The awards are disbarsed directly
1o the recipients’ colleges or uni-
versities.

‘The recipients arc as follow:

St. Croix District:

+ éNalie Green, 5L Croix Edv-
cationsl Compler — Soclal Work,
Winstoe-Salem State University.

* Viva Webster, St. Croix Edoco-
tional Complex — Biochemistry, To-
e Unsbversity.

* Elaine Lopez, Ceotral High
School — Miomedical Sciences,
Georgia State University,

* Angelica Griffin. Seventh-day
Adventist School — Physicis, Wall
Viden University.

* Amarl Williams, Seventb-day
Adventist School = Psychology,
University of the Virgin Islands.

» Mikegls Walker. Educatioral Corn.
tplen Mogmtr and School — Hed
Ieruzatn Twein Cities.

* Geia Wﬂ.!m.\};lm Will Baptist

School — Norsing, U

the accomplishments of several
honorees. She praised 51. Croix's
Amari Williams for her service
a5 a transcriber with the Smith-
sonion Transcription Center for
localizing transcnbed content for
Ihe Centennial Pathlinder Club
and her ition as Freshman
of the Year for academic excel-
lence.

On St. Thomas, Adams spotl-
lighted Jarelle Beckley Ir., for
his achicvements in aviation.
Hipr SEbont teront Balohe-
High School Science Fair, his
wantbe chaoegio ewith a member-
wrship in the V.1, Chapter of
ahe Threoetime pimmn: and the
fihe: posmnzoriiion Black Aroghesioo-
tion of Black Aumgacc Hedue-
palons Bengmees o Carcer Ecaa
mitom dhogple boogt tomd by

For Malcpath and Adarrs, the
stories knderscore the porpose of
of the scholarship: to nurture tal-
ent, intpire ambition, and creste
oppothmitics that ripple across

generations.
Sterling Optical and the Adams-
M Mabepah Scholarship continue 1o

......

Eleven students—seven from St. Croix and four from St. Thomas/St. John—received $1,500
scholarships.

These annual awards continued Sterling Optical’s commitment to recognizing graduating seniors for academic
achievement, character, community involvement, and determination to pursue higher education.

Historical photograph cropped from contemporary press coverage. Article title and award details have been retypeset for clarity.
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Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Recipients

St. Croix District

Karina Diaz

Talyzandra Garcia

Jahnivyah Greenidge

Makayla Maillard

Mycal Marshall

Ace Poyah

Mya Prasad

Nathaniel Williams

High School

St. Joseph High School

St. Croix Educational Complex

St. Croix Central High School

St. Croix Educational Complex

Good Hope Country Day School

St. Croix Educational School

Good Hope Country Day School

St. Croix Seventh-day Adventist
School

College / University

UVI (St. Croix)
#900130208

UVI (St. Thomas)
#900130472

Full Sail University

UVI (St. Croix)
#900130675

Lynn University
#3019950

University of South Carolina
#E97554102

University of San Francisco
#20900363

UVI (St. Croix)
#900130458

Major

Nursing

Hospitality &
Tourism

Music Production

Computer
Engineering

Aviation Operations

International
Business

Undecided

Biology

Congratulations to the 2026 Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recipients.
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Adams-Mahepath Scholarship Recipients

St. Thomas / St. John District

Mirza Baig

Eli Blondeau

Tristan Farrington

Keiori Francois

Ajeune Willett-Tyson

High School

Charlotte Amalie High School

Antilles School

V.l. Montessori School and Peter
Gruber International Academy

All Saints Cathedral School

Charlotte Amalie High School

College / University

UVI (St. Thomas)
#900129487

University of Georgia
#811756343

Florida A&M University
#300560462

Binghamton University
#B01242007

Florida A&M University
#300556790

Major

Biology

Electrical
Engineering

Accounting / Finance

Psychology

Criminal Justice

Congratulations to the 2026 Adams-Mahepath Scholarship recipients.
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TWO DECADES OF GIVING

A Legacy Reflected in Every Recipient

2002 RECIPIENT 2003 RECIENT 2004 RECIFIENT 2005 RECIPIENT 2008 RECIFIENT HREF G T MM B PR
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From 2002 through 2020, scholarship recipients pursued careers and advanced study across education,
medicine, science, engineering, business, public service, and the arts.

Their accomplishments represent the central purpose of the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship: to invest in young Virgin

Islanders and help turn educational promise into lifelong community impact.
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ADAMS-MAHEPATH SCHOLARSHIP | 25 YEARS OF GIVING

Investing in the Future

The Adams-Mahepath Scholarship has traditionally been open to graduating high school seniors with
a grade point average above 2.5. Applicants submit transcripts, standardized test scores when

applicable, and a biographical sketch describing accomplishments, future goals, and community
involvement.

Selection has consistently looked beyond grades alone. The scholarship celebrates
students who demonstrate service, perseverance, character, ambition, and a
commitment to making a positive difference.

Across twenty-five years, the program grew from four awards of $1,250 to a broad territory-wide

legacy supporting hundreds of students. The impact is measured not only in dollars awarded, butin
doors opened, careers launched, and lives strengthened.
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Sterling
OpTICAL
25 YEARS OF GIVING

A lasting investment in education, opportunity, and the future of the Virgin Islands.

With Gratitude

This commemorative booklet celebrates the Adams-Mahepath Scholarship and the many Virgin Islanders whose
achievements continue to inspire the community.

To every student, family, educator, employee, community partner, and member of the press who shared in this journey—
thank you. Your loyalty and support made this legacy possible.

25 YEARS ¢ HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS ¢ ONE ENDURING LEGACY

Dr. Lisa Adams-Mahepath & Joel Mahepath ¢ Sterling Optical ¢ U.S. Virgin Islands

Printed and Designed by House of Printing (340) 719-8010
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